A potential building for a future business in Frankfort’s
historical downtown area is the formerly known Old
Reception Hall, located at 235 West Main Street. Although
the building’s interior may need some improvements, it’s
quaint appearance and simple, historic beauty, make it an
ideal place for a business to flourish in downtown Frankfort.
The Old Reception Hall was estimated to have been built
between 18751899. Any information about the original
architect responsible for the design of the building and
former owners and guests of the property are unknown.
Downtown Frankfort, Inc. took a survey of the building in 2007 and
concluded that the foundation of the building is in good condition,
which means that it will not be expensive to fix minor problems
within the infrastructure. The structure’s original use(s) was for
commercial/business purposes. For example, the 1886 (left) and
1912 (right) Sanborn images show the area being occupied by
commercial establishment. Unfortunately today, it is unoccupied
and needs a little refurbishing; but it still possesses the possibility
of becoming a prosperous location.
The structure of the building is influenced by Victorian architecture, which was a
common style during the late 1800s. It is a solid, square shape building with an extended
hallway. It is a twostory building that is covered by a flat, builtup tar roof. There are two basic
display windows in the front, with a transom covering above them. On the other hand, its

structure is also influenced by the Italianate architecture. It has a projecting cornice with
decorative brackets. Florid designs are between the brackets and the cornice. The windows
are Ushaped with blue, adorning hoods. The material used for the structure is red brick, with
the front painted white. The area of the building is 3,652 sq.ft, which is befitting for most
commercial uses. Built in the middle of the infrastructure, is a skylight window, a feature that
makes it unique from its surrounding buildings. The image below shows the building, occupied
by Kagin Store in 1927. During that and now, some of its features have been changed. The
entry, for example, was further back than it is now. Also, the innerside display windows
shown in the 1927 picture, have been covered. Unlike the present screens above the display
windows, there used to be a
straight transom screen, that
spreads across the entry. There
also used to be little turnable
panes, that allowed sunlight and air
to come through. Other than a few
changes here and there, it’s
appearance has practically been
kept the same.
Now the main question is,
what kind of business(es) would
flourish in this location? Since it was designed to fit a commercialbased institution, it has the
proper amount of space for retail businesses to flourish. In this day and age, people want to
see more entertainment being included into the downtown region. Therefore, the type of
business that would help downtown become more focused on entertainment options would be

a comic book store. This type of business requires at least 1,000 sq.ft of space and some
attractive propaganda to draw people
in. The inside would have to be well lit
and the area organized, so that the
customers aren’t wasting their time
digging around for a particular series.
The building has more than enough
space to be able to accomplish these
requirements without any hassles. As
for the merchandise, there would have
to be company or local involvement to obtain some of these particular products, due to their
rarity. For example, some of the original Marvel Comics that came out in the 60s. Other than
that, there are many new comic book creators ready to sell and advertise their new series,
which will make most of these products fairly easy to obtain. The worry that looms over this
type is business is gaining profits. A way to fix that problem is to use the internet to its
advantage. Since comic books have gained a
lot influence on the internet, the proposed
business can imitate what The Woolery has
perfected. Seeing that the Old Reception Hall
has a secondfloor, it can be turned into extra
storage space for internet and public sells or it
can be converted into an apartment complex,
that would benefit company by bringing in
additional profit. To add on to additional profit,

they can also sell comic book memorabilia that revolve around some of the more popular
series. Although there are problems that follow this particular type of establishment, the
reason for the proposal for this business is that it would help bring in the younger generation
and help downtown to become more entertainment involved. It could also help attract more
businesses similar to it, into the area.
235 W.Main Street has the potential to become a strong economic asset to the
Frankfort community. Because of its location and space, it would be compatible with the
suggested institution and help it strengthen the appeal of downtown. It would make a
considerable positive impact to our community and would be beneficial for the wanted
involvement of the future generation.

